Structure reinvestigation of gelsemoxonine, a constituent of Gelsemium elegans, reveals a novel, azetidine-containing indole alkaloid.
[structure: see text] The structure of gelsemoxonine, isolated from Gelsemium elegans Benth., was revised to be a novel oxindole alkaloid having an azetidine unit. A new alkaloid, 14,15-dihydroxygelsenicine, which was presumed to be a biosynthetic precursor of gelsemoxonine, was also isolated.